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mtn will be closed may 28 for memorial day.

monday deadline shows will be due friday, may 25 

mtn’s new programmer: p 2
dvd submissions: p 3

schedule: p 4

Members of the MTN staff join the producers of The 
Future of Black History: An Artistic and Political 
Perspective, a three hour show that was cablecast live 
from MTN on February 22nd. Joining producer Andrea 
Jenkins and guest K. Michele Smith (2nd and 3rd 
from left) are MTN staff (from left to right) Hamil 
Griffin-Cassidy (on left), Vera Allen, J.C. 
Bagdadi, Pam Colby and Doug Cain.
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the mtn monitor (april-may 2007)
editor/design... john akre (send contributions, suggestions, complaints, news tips, egg-bearing rabbits, etc to: jakre@mtn.org (612) 
331-8575 ext. 307) the monitor is published bi-monthly by the minneapolis television network.

allen joins mtn as director of programming

Scheduled day Show is due at MTN by
Monday Friday, 10 AM

Tuesday Friday, 10 AM

Wednesday Monday,  10 A M

Thursday Tuesday , 10 AM

Friday Wednesday, 10 AM

Saturday Thursday,  10 AM

Sunday Thursday,  10 AM

MTN Director of Programming Vera Allen works on the 
programming schedule at her desk.

TN's new playback server has been up and MTN’s server allows us to program shows 24 hours a day, 
running since President's Day. Special seven days a week. This opens our schedule up to more new Mthanks go out to Master Control Manager programs, and gives us more flexibility in scheduling 

David Paul and Computer Guru Nate Mains for existing shows.
getting the server running, fed, and happy.

If you are not sure when your tape is due, check the chart on 
this page. You will also find this information on the 
“Programming Info” page of the MTN web site, and on 
cards around MTN.

On a side note, played tapes are piling up at our playback 
office. Please call Vera at MTN to ask for your tapes to be 
returned. They will be back at MTN for you to pick up two 
business days after your request.

ext time you are at MTN, please take a moment 
to welcome MTN's new Director of NProgramming Vera Allen. She has hit the job 

running, quickly adapting to our new automated 
playback system and the challenge of scheduling 
programs 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and on 
three channels!

Here's a note from her:

Greetings Producers!

My name is Vera Allen. I am pleased to introduce 
myself as your new Director of Programming. As you 
know, we have made some great changes here at MTN. 
With the new system things will be a little less than 
normal for a couple of weeks, but without struggle 
there is no progress.

Some of you may be feeling a little frustrated with the 
I look forward to meeting all of you as the days go by and I changes that have happened to implement the new 
get more acquainted with my position. Feel free to call me playback system. We are striving to make this transition 
with your questions and concerns. As long as I am in my smooth and beneficial for you and all the other 
office you are welcome!producers who submit to MTN, as well as our viewing 

audience. Please understand that following the system 
Peace.creates equality and structure. 

new playback system is running
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the minneapolis 
television 
network

(612) 331-8575
www.mtn.org

Board of Directors:
Floyd Child
Robert Vose

Marido Huber
Joel Rainville
Tom Cassidy

Joan Higinbotham
Tamir Nolley
Kevin Jenkins

Andrew Hedden

(The Board of Directors meets 
the second Thursday of the 
month at 5:30 pm at MTN)

Staff:
Pam Colby

Ext. 304; prc@mtn.org

J.C. Bagdadi
Ext. 311; tbag@mtn.org

Jim Derks
Ext. 313; jderks@mtn.org

Art Roy
Ext. 309; art@mtn.org

Doug Cain
Ext. 329; dcain@mtn.org

John Akre
Ext. 307; jakre@mtn.org

Beth Peloff
Ext. 302; beth@mtn.org

Vera Allen
Ext. 312; vera@mtn.org

Fanuel Tsehaye
Ext. 308; fanuel@mtn.org

Hamil Griffin-Cassidy
Ext. 305

Todd Wardrope

Keith Porter
Mark Bispala

David Paul
davidp@mtn.org

Eboun Singhathip
Ext. 310; eboun@mtn.org

Carrie Volk

next mtn members’ screening:
friday, may 11 at 7 p.m. in studio A

Bring something to screen or just come to watch. There is a 10 minute limit on all show clips. 
Questions? Call John at (612) 331-8575 ext. 307.

director’s corner

TN’s new video server (see info (show name, episode name or date, your 
articles on page two) has name, TRT) on the disk with a sharpie pen. Mo p e n e d  u p  s o m e  n e w  Please submit your disk in a case or sleeve.

opportunities for program submissions. 
MTN now accepts program submissions 

MTN still welcomes tape submission on DV, on DVD.
DVCAM, VHS, S-VHS, and Umatic video 
tapes. These tapes still need color bars, 

When you submit your show on DVD, do countdown and black at the end. They need to 
not include color bars, countdown, or be labeled with the name of the show and 
black at the end. Put only one show on episode, producer name and total running time 
each disk. Do not use RW disks. MTN on the tape itself, and also need to be submitted 
recommends “-R” disks. Do not apply any in a case or sleeve.
kind of taped label on your disk. The best 
way to label your disk it to write the show 

dvd submission guidelines

the battle continues…
ast December the Federal required to pay. These obligations include the 
Communica tions Commission equipment, operational funding and channel L(FCC) made a ruling that has space for public, educational and government 

broad and dangerous implications for the access.  
work we do in community television. On 
March 5, the written document on this The FCC ruling was split on partisan lines with 
ruling, called the “FCC Order on Video the three Republican commissioners voting in 
Franchising ,”  be ca me  av ai la bl e.   favor of it and the two Democrats voting 
Basically, the ruling takes away the rights against. It is clear that the FCC ruling is going 
of municipalities to regulate the to res ult in  litig ation  and po ssibl y 
telecommunications entities that utilize Congressional intervention. The National 
the  public  right of way in  those Cable and Telecommunications Association 
communities.  may sue the FCC on grounds that the 

commission has overstepped its bounds. The 
It was pressure from the phone giants National League of Cities may join in since the 
Verizon, Bell South, AT&T and Qwest new ruling blocks local governments from 
that led to the FCC’s ruling. These same making decisions on their own.
corporations spent hundreds of millions 
of dollars lobbying congress to try to get To keep up to date with this issue or other 
legislation that would clear a path for issues impacting MTN and community 
them to enter the multi-channel market television go to mtn.org or saveaccess.org.
without the obligations to communities 
that the cable companies have been Pam Colby
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