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mtn closed for thanksgiving day and thanksgiving friday

mtn will be closed thursday and friday november 23 and 24 for thanksgiving. regularly scheduled 
series programs will not air.

wolf spirit: p 2
mtn access to art: p 2

profile: fanuel: p 3
schedule: p 4

Viva and Jerry’s Country Videos taped its 
700th episode at MTN in September. On hand 
for the shoot were (from left to right) director 
Hamil Griffin-Cassidy, Viva Beck, Jerry 
Beck, production assistant Peter Wilson and 
camera operator Jim Derks.



Martha Fast 
Horse and 
Clovis work on 
an episode of 
Wolf Spirit in 
the Studio A 
Control Room.
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editor/design... john akre (send contributions, suggestions, complaints, news tips, tidy bags of raked leaves, etc to: jakre@mtn.org 
(612) 331-8575 ext. 307) the monitor is published bi-monthly by the minneapolis television network.

mtn brings you “access to art”

wolf spirit premiers on mtn
he Monitor spoke recently with Martha Fast Horse and Fast Horse said. ”There needs to be a place in the media for Native 
Clovis in the Control Room of MTN Studio A. Fast Horse is Americans.”Tthe Executive Producer and Clovis the director of the new 

series show Wolf Spirit. “Television is the campfire of our culture,” Clovis added. “We used to 
talk around the campfire,” but today we watch TV.

Wolf Spirit is a Native American talk show that will highlight 
Native American storytellers, recording artists, youth, educators, Wolf Spirit began as a live webcast out of the Wolf’s Den coffeehouse 
and community leaders. Some of the first guests who will appear on Franklin Avenue. They shot these shows with a single camera hooked 
on the show include champion fancy dancer Larry Yazzie, and into a computer. They were able to improve the visual quality of their 
Ojibway storyteller Trudell Starr. programs by moving to MTN, and using the studio and switcher, and 

computer-based editing.
“There is virtually no Native American programming anywhere,” 

“And at MTN we can do the kind of show we want to do,” 
Clovis said. “There are no content requirements, no 
advertising pressure. That’s unique.”

Both Clovis and Fast Horse said that TV production takes 
hard work and commitment, but it is worth it. What helps is 
the assistance and support they get from community members 
and MTN staff.

Fast Horse said that forty to fifty people have been involved 
so far in the production of the show. “People want us to make 
this happen. They want to see us succeed,” she said.

You can watch them succeed beginning October 15 on MTN 
17, Sundays at 6 p.m.
- John Akre

heck out MTN’s new arts show on Tuesday evenings at 8:30 
PM on MTN 17. It’s called MTN Access to Art and it takes We can’t know about everything going on in this vibrant and multifaceted Ca look at the amazing variety of artistic ventures happening arts community, so we need your help. If you know of an organization or 

in Minneapolis.  event that more people need to know about, tell us! Contact Beth at 
beth@mtn.org or 612-331-8575 ext 302.

Every month a new episode features a number of different segments - Beth Peloff
that explore what’s going on in Minneapolis. Local artist and MTN 
board member Tom Cassidy introduces the segments from a 
different arts-related Minneapolis location each show. Between 
the segments, he acquaints you with people and places you 
might not otherwise know about.

MTN Access to Art has a loose and organic style. We hope it 
can in a small way mirror the creativity and diversity of the 
Minneapolis arts scene itself. The show features profiles of new 
and established arts organizations, explorations of arts-related 
events, snippets of performances, and the occasional 
experimental or impressionistic look into the Minneapolis art 
universe. You can expect to find new takes on well-known 
institutions and inside looks at events and groups that often fall 
under the radar of mainstream media.

MTN Access 
to Art host 
Tom Cassidy 
introduces a 
segment during 
a poetry slam at 
Kieran’s Irish 
Pub.
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television 
network

(612) 331-8575
www.mtn.org

Board of Directors:
Floyd Child
Robert Vose

Marido Huber
Joel Rainville
Tom Cassidy

Joan Higinbotham
Tamir Nolley
Kevin Jenkins

Andrew Hedden

(The Board of Directors meets 
the second Thursday of the 
month at 5:30 pm at MTN)

Staff:
Pam Colby

Ext. 304; prc@mtn.org

J.C. Bagdadi
Ext. 311; tbag@mtn.org

Jim Derks
Ext. 313; jderks@mtn.org

Art Roy
Ext. 309; art@mtn.org

Doug Cain
Ext. 329; dcain@mtn.org

Martin Hallanger
Ext 312; martin@mtn.org

John Akre
Ext. 307; jakre@mtn.org

Beth Peloff
Ext. 302; beth@mtn.org

Fanuel Tsehaye
Ext. 308

Hamil Griffin-Cassidy
Ext. 305

David Paul
Chad Augustin
Todd Wardrope
Jasmine Reid
Keith Porter

Mark Bispala

next mtn member’s screening:
friday, november 10 at 7 p.m. in studio A

Bring something to screen or just come to watch. There is a 10 minute limit on all show clips. 
Questions? Call John at (612) 331-8575 ext. 307.

director’s corner

mtn staff profile: fanuel tsehaye
anuel Tsehaye has been a valuable asset Fanuel started at MTN when he was young. His uncle, 
around MTN for the last seven years. He is Dawit Haile, and his brother, Samson, "started a show, Fan excellent cameraman, producer and ETBM (Eritrean Television Broadcast in Minnesota), 

editor of community events, but you are most likely around 1997," and he helped them with the show. "After 
to see him at the MTN front desk, where he is a font that, it was as if I never left MTN," he said. In addition to 
of friendly knowledge. A year ago he began his work with ETBM, he began as an MTN freelancer in 
working full time at MTN. 1999 under the guidance of JC Bagdadi.

Fanuel was born in Eritrea, in the Horn of Africa. "Thankfully, my work ethic and commitment paid off 
He says, "I've been in the US for 16 to 17 years now, and now I've been a full-time employee going on one 
most of my life. I try to hold on to my roots by year," Fanuel said.
maintaining my native tongue and the different 
cultures we have. Currently I'm attending school at "MTN is almost like the only place where you're free to 
the University of Minnesota for a bachelors degree be yourself," he said. "You express yourself freely, you 
in Electrical/Electronics Engineering." can learn how to make a show, and share your opinion." 

Another thing Fanuel likes about MTN "is the diversity 
of the people who walk through the door. I have come 
across more cultures here at MTN than my whole life 
elsewhere."

I asked Fanuel if he had any secrets of success for MTN 
producers. He said, "practice, practice, practice. 
Everything takes time, and your experience and skills 
will only grow stronger as long as you try to motivate 
yourself and learn from your mistakes.”

You can find out more about Fanuel's continuing 
program, Eritrean Television Broadcast in Minnesota  
through the ETBM website:
http://producers.mtn.org/etbm/mainpage.html
- Doug Cain

Local cinematographer Matt 
Ehling (left) shows MTN 
producer David Gordon how 
to bounce light onto Beth 
Peloff of the MTN staff during 
a lighting workshop he held in 
August. Watch the MTN class 
schedule for more upcoming 
special classes.

n October 12 and 13, MACTA (Minnesota scholarship to attend, please contact Pam Colby at 612-
Association of Cable Telecommunications 331-8575 x 304. For a complete listing of the event OAdministrators)  is  sponsoring a  please go to macta.org and click on MACTA events.

conference that is all about Public, Educational and 
Government  Access. This will be a great  Finally, I’d like to recommend a great web site to visit: 
opportunity to catch up on what is happening with tcdailyplanet.net. The TC Daily Planet is a wonderful 
state and national telecommunications legislation. collaboration of local media makers. Each day, new 
It is also an opportunity to get information on work by local community journalists, video makers and 
television production-rela ted mat ters, from photographers is highlighted. Many of our friends in the 
equipment to technique. Workshop titles include: local community media field participate.
Web Design for  Community  Media,  -Pam Colby
Music/Audio in Television 
Programming, and The 
T e l e c o  R e w r i t e :  
Dreamscape or Nightmare? 

On Thursday, October 12 
there is a special rate for 
producers of $50.00. This 
will include lunch. If you are 
an MTN producer and would 
like to apply for an MTN 
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